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A Probe into Qian Zhongshu's

Academic Thoughts on Metaphors
Sun Yi & Tang Ping

Abstract: This paper summarizes and refines Qian Zhongshu’s academic thoughts on metaphors by examining
his innovative ideas on the classification of metaphors metaphorical entailments philosophical basis internal
operation mechanism and so on. Qian Zhongshu with his keen academic perception took the lead in quoting
American scholars Lakoff and Johnson’s Metaphors We Live By frequently in his works so the current study in
reference to Conceptual Metaphor Theory retraces Qian Zhongshu’s incisive comments on metaphorical phenomena
in his works to bring some insights from the theory of Two Handles and Several Sides. The research demonstrates
that Qian Zhongshu’s discussions on the distinction between metaphors in the Changes and the Songs the unity of
the opposite domains and portions of metaphors greatly embody the Middle Way Philosophy. His Two Handles and
Several Sides Theory encompasses the profound traditional Chinese philosophy and culture complementing the
occidental cognition-oriented-and-driven Conceptual Metaphor Theory and therefore is acclaimed for its significant
contribution to the history of metaphor research in China and the West.
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Middle Way Philosophy




