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On Qian Zhongshu's Concept of Style From the Perspective
of "Writing Poems in Prose Styles"

REN Jing-ze,CUI De-quan

(Shaanxi Collaborative Innovation Center for Cultural Resources Development, College of Arts, Shaanxi Normal University,

Xi'an, Shaanxi, 710119)

Abstract: The concept of style is an important part of Qian Zhongshu's literary concept, in which the most representa-
tive is the documentary record and stylistic criticism about the phenomenon of "style license" of "Writing Poems in
Prose Styles". It mainly includes four aspects: the source of style and attitude of "Writing Poems in Prose Styles".
While highly appreciating Han Yu's "Writing Poems in Prose Styles", Qian Zhongshu traced back the stylistic origin
of "Writing Poems in Prose Styles" and its positive significance and negative influence. Secondly, the scholars' dis-
cussion of "Writing Poems in Prose Styles" in The Song Dynasty Poetry Selection and Annotation. The book reflects
Qian Zhongshu's affirmation of the new style of poetry in Song Dynasty which is different from that in Tang Dynas-
ty. The formation of this style is closely related to the inheritance of "Writing Poems in Prose Styles" creative princi-
ple and style license theory after Tao Yuanming and Han Yu mainly by Ou Yangxiu, Wang Anshi, Yang Wanli and
Huang Tingjian. Thirdly, "Tongguang Style" and "Writing Poems in Prose Styles" in the Qing Dynasty. This involves
the origin of "Tongguang Style", the Song Poetry Schools in the early Qing Dynasty and Lv Liuliang; the members
of "Tongguang Style" and its origin with Tongcheng School; and the characteristics and origin of the so-called "schol-
ar's poems" in "Tongguang Style". Fourthly, the development of "reform and innovation" and "origin of evolution" of
"Writing Poems in Prose Styles". It includes the reason Qian Zhongshu affirms "Writing Poems in Prose Styles" lies
in the stylistic development law of "style is gradually changing"; the "Writing Poems in Prose Styles" he discussed in
The Introduction to the Minor History of Chinese Literature represents his concept of the development of literary his-
tory; and the statement of "the palace of art is not just a large open hall, but a house of thousands of houses" shows
his perspective on the versatility of style.

Keywords: Qian Zhongshu, Writing Poems in Prose Styles, Han Yu, The Song Dynasty Poetry Selection and Annota-
tion, Notes on Literature and Art, Tongguang Style



