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“Literary Revolution”: the Precursor of “Renaissance” Centered on GuYu—xiu’s the Chinese

Renarssance (1948)
YU A-li
( School of Humanities and Social Sciences, North University of China, Taiyuan 030051, China )

Abstract: As a world famous Chinese scientist, Gu Yu—xiu was the author of the Chinese Renaissance (1948).He explicitly
stated in this book that although the “May Fourth” New Culture Movement was a "literary revolution" and appeared to be in
conflict with the “Chinese Renaissance” movement on the surface, it could be better understood as the precursor of the
“Renaissance” because the twosucceeded with each other and borne close connection. The view differs from that of Hu Shih and
Cai Yuan—pei who directly equaled the “May Fourth” Movement to “Chinese Renaissance”. His view is also different from Li
Changzhi who argued thatfracture and turning points exist between the two. It provides a new perspective for today’s academic
community to understand the relationship between the “May Fourth” New Culture Movement and the “Chinese Renaissance”.

Keywords: Gu Yuxiu; the Chinese Renaissance; literary revolution; Renaissance; “May Fourth” New Culture Movement
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